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2.	Those who subject to suffering many crores [a crore is 10,000,000] of living
beings for the sake of their own lives alone — how selfish are their lives!
So if this man's life is lost today with me looking on, then what sort of compassion
have I ? What sort of power, and courage ? Therefore by some means or other I will
save him." Thus meditating in his heart, the king said: " Ho, ye people! Let go
this feeble and wretched man, and take me with my vigorous body, that the goddess
may more easily be propitiated by you." Hearing this they were all amazed, and
thought: *' Well! In general the fear of death in all creatures is a great fear, since:
3.	For the sake of a family an individual shall be sacrificed; for the sake of a
village a family shall be sacrificed; for the sake of a country a village shall be
sacrificed; for the sake of one's self the whole world shall be sacrificed.
But this man for the sake of others sacrifices his life as if it were a blade of grass; he
must be some great hero." Then the king scattered those who stood in front, and
freed with his own hand the man who had been previously bound; and as he took his
sword and was about to cut his own throat, the goddess appeared and stayed him by
the hand, and said: " 0 compassionate hero, choose a wish." Then the king said:
** O goddess, if you are propitiated, then give up the injury of living creatures." So
she gave up the injury (of living creatures). Thereupon the people, smiling in amaze-
ment, praised the king; and the king returned to his city. In the words of the verse:
4.	No one other than Vikrama is a benefactor of others; for, having set free by
the gift of his own life a miserable wretch who had been brought in for sacrifice,
he caused the goddess to give up the slaying of living creatures.
Therefore, 0 king, if such magnanimity is found in you, then mount upon this
throne.
Here ends the twenty-eighth story in the Thirty-two Tales of the Throne
29. Story of the Twenty-ninth Statuette
Vilrama's lavishness praised by a bard
southern recension of 29
When the king again approach! the throne, another statue said: " O
king, only he is able to ascend this throne who has the magnanimity
and other virtues of Vikrama; no other/' Bhoja said: " O statue,
tell me a tale of his magnanimity and other virtues." And she said:
" O king, listen.
Once King Vikramarka, attended by the princes, was seated in his
assembly, when a certain panegyrist came in, and recited a blessing:
L "As long as the Ganges, the divine river of holy water, sweeps
along with its rippling waves; and as long as the Sun, the light-
giving protector of the earth, burns in his course thru the heavenly
path; and as long as the peak of Mount Meru lasts, with the dia-
mond and sapphire and crystal gems of which it is formed; so

